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Week Ending Friday, August 7, 1998

Statement on Congressional Action
on Job Training Reform Legislation
July 31, 1998

I am pleased that both Houses of Congress
have now passed a comprehensive bill to give
Americans new opportunities and choices to
train for the jobs of the future. This bill will
modernize job training to fit the needs of
today’s economy, and I appreciate the bipar-
tisan spirit that prevailed in getting that done.
Modeled on my GI bill for America’s work-
ers, this new training bill streamlines the vast
array of existing job programs and empowers
individuals to learn new skills with a simple
grant. It makes sure that job training helps
Americans meet the demand of a rapidly
changing economy, and I look forward to
signing it into law.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of
Bill Richardson To Be Secretary of
Energy
July 31, 1998

I am very pleased that the Senate today
voted unanimously to confirm Ambassador
Bill Richardson as Secretary of Energy.

Ambassador Richardson brings extraor-
dinary experience and expertise to this vital
post. As a Member of the U.S. Congress rep-
resenting New Mexico, an energy-rich State
that is home to two Department of Energy
national laboratories, he has extensive first-
hand experience on issues ranging from oil
and gas deregulation, to alternative energy,
to ensuring strong environmental standards
in energy development. As U.S. Ambassador
to the United Nations, he has been a vigorous
and articulate proponent of U.S. engagement
and has successfully tackled tough negotiat-
ing challenges around the world.

I am confident that Ambassador Richard-
son’s tremendous energy, creativity, and
leadership will help secure our Nation’s en-
ergy future so that America continues to
prosper.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in East Hampton,
New York
July 31, 1998

First of all, I thank Bruce and Claude for
their wonderful hospitality in this magnifi-
cent home and the terrific dinner. Our com-
pliments to all the—the chef and the people
in the kitchen. I thank Alan and Susan for
dreaming up this weekend and all of you who
have come to be a part of it.

We’ve had a great time tonight. Since
Bruce asked me if I would go in there when
we’re having coffee in the other room and
answer questions, I will spare you any ex-
tended remarks. I want to ask you to think
about something. I am—we’re here for the
Democrat Committee, and I’m very grateful
to Steve Grossman and to Len Barrack and
to Fran Katz and all the other people. But
I was born a Democrat because I was a De-
pression era—my parents were and my
grandparents. My grandfather, who raised
me until I was 4, thought he was going to
Franklin Roosevelt when he died.

But I was determined in 1991 and 1992
to be faithful to the traditional values of our
country and our party, but to modernize our
party and to bring a new set of ideas to the
debate in Washington, which I thought,
frankly, was stale and divisive and dominated
by the people in the other party who thought
they had an entitlement to the White House.
Some days, I think they still do. [Laughter]
And I thought the White House belonged
to all the rest of you and everybody else in
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the country and was the instrument of ideas
consistent with our democracy to keep our
country moving forward.

Now, Hillary is leading this Millennium
Project, which was referred to earlier. And
you probably saw that they started—Hillary
and Ralph Lauren started by saving the Star-
Spangled Banner the other day. And then
she went to Fort McHenry, and then to
Thomas Edison’s home, and then to Harriet
Tubman’s home, and then to George Wash-
ington’s Revolutionary War headquarters in
New York.

But the theme of the Millennium Project
is: ‘‘honoring the past and imagining the fu-
ture.’’ So I think about that all the time. Tom
said that McKinley was the last President to
come here, for example—it must be true.
[Laughter] Now, McKinley was an interest-
ing fellow, but I’ll tell you the interesting—
McKinley was elected President in 1896 and
reelected in 1900. Now, between 1868, Ulys-
ses Grant, Rutherford Hayes, Benjamin Har-
rison, and William McKinley were elected
President. You know what they had in com-
mon? They were all generals in the Union
Army from Ohio.

If you got to be a general in the Union
Army, and you were from Ohio, you had
about a 50 percent chance of being President
in that period of time. [Laughter] That’s a
rather interesting bit of our history. [Laugh-
ter] So tell that tomorrow when they tell you
McKinley was the last President. I care a lot
about this country’s history. I’ve spent a lot
of time reading it, studying it, trying to feel
it in the White House, in every room, in the
life of every predecessor I have had and their
families. And I think it’s very important when
you imagine the future that we do it in a
way that is consistent with the history of this
country.

So I will say that I think the most impor-
tant things about American history can be
found in the ideas of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Constitution, which—and
manifest in every changing time, this country
has always been about at least three things:
widening the circle of opportunity for re-
sponsible citizens, deepening the meaning of
freedom in each succeeding generation, and
strengthening the bonds of our Union.

The reason I’m a Democrat in 1998, apart
from the fact that I was born and raised one
and believed in the civil rights movement and
the things that were dominant in my child-
hood, is that I think we more clearly rep-
resent the last of those ideas. I think we be-
lieve that Union is very important. I think
we believe that part of the Declaration of
Independence that we are dedicated to the
permanent mission of forming a more perfect
Union because there are some things that
we want to achieve for ourselves, our fami-
lies, and our future that we cannot achieve
alone or in isolated groups.

And I say that because I think that we’ve,
for the last couple of decades, seen a real
assault on Government and on the idea that
we do have sort of mutual ties and bonds
and responsibilities to one another that en-
hance our own lives. And I believe that very
strongly.

So as we look ahead, I think—I will just
tell you what I think some of the great chal-
lenges of tomorrow are. I think, first of all,
it will be the period of greatest possibility
in all human history, and we ought to be
ashamed of ourselves if we mess it up. It will
be an age of breathtaking biological ad-
vances. It will be an age of breathtaking tech-
nological advances. It will be an age where
we will be able to relate to people around
the world through the device of the Inter-
net—the fastest growing social organism in
history, I might add—in ways that our par-
ents could never imagine, probably in ways
that most of us could never imagine.

But we have some big challenges at home
and abroad. And I will just mention them
and stop, and you ask yourself: If you’re try-
ing to imagine the future, what do you think
the big challenges are? Now, let me just
mention what I think they are.

At home, I think, first of all, the baby
boomers have got to retire in a way that pre-
serves the dignity of American society for the
elderly without bankrupting our kids and un-
dermining their ability to raise our grand-
children, which means we have to reform So-
cial Security and Medicare in a way that
keeps them there functioning for people who
need them to the extent that they’re needed
and brings our country together, but does it
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in a way that does not dramatically under-
mine the standard of living of our children
and their ability to raise our grandchildren.

Secondly, we have to recognize that in an
information society we have to do a much
better job of elementary and secondary edu-
cation and preschool education, and not just
for some or most but for all of our children.
And we have to maximize everything we
know about child psychology, about support
for kids who come from troubled families and
live in troubled neighborhoods, about the ac-
cess to technology. But no one in the world
who really knows anything about it would se-
riously question the proposition that Amer-
ican has the finest system of higher education
in the world. No one believes that America
has the finest system of elementary and sec-
ondary education in the world for all its chil-
dren. And I think that’s a big challenge.

Number three, I think we have a whole
new attitude about the environment. We
have basically for 30 years done great things
as a country on the environment since the
passage of the Clean Air Act and setting up
the EPA, and we concluded that if we take
these things one at a time, we can afford to
clean up the environment and keep our econ-
omy still growing. I think now we have to
understand that we cannot maintain or sus-
tain our economy unless we make the preser-
vation and even the improvement of the envi-
ronment an integral part of our economic
policy.

In other words, I believe global warming
is real. I do not think it is an accident that
9 hottest years on record have all occurred
in the last 11 years. I don’t think that’s an
accident. I don’t think it’s an accident that
’97 was the hottest year on record, and every
month in ’98 has been hotter than every
month in ’97. And I think there are at hand
the means to continue to grow the economy
and improve the environment in ways that
will make sure it’s all here a hundred years
from now for our great grandchildren.

Let me just mention a couple of other
things. I believe that, with regard to the
economy, I think it’s obvious—and around
our table I had a fascinating conversation
talking about the global economy, in particu-
lar, as you might imagine, Japan and Asia,
China, and we talked about Russia. We have

a lot of challenges in the global economy;
we have a lot of challenges in the area of
world peace, the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, dealing with terrorism, and
trying to stop people from killing each other
because of their ethnic, racial, and religious
differences.

There will be plenty to do in the post-cold-
war world to create a trade-centered, people-
centered, peaceful network of national co-
operation and institutions to help deal with
those who won’t be part of that framework.

We also have to recognize, I think, that
we have an incredible opportunity and an ob-
ligation here—and those of you from New
York, I’d say, should feel it especially—to
prove that we can bring free enterprise to
the areas of America which haven’t received
it yet. There are still neighborhoods in New
York City that have double-digit unemploy-
ment rates, largely because of underinvest-
ment and low skill levels—not because most
people aren’t responsible; most people in
most neighborhoods get up and go to work
every day, pay taxes, and try to be good citi-
zens. So we’re never going to have a better
time than the next couple of years to try to
help.

And the last thing I’d like to say is I think
that this theme, that Hillary and I have
worked on, of one America means something
to me. It means one America across all the
lines that divide us. It means an America in
which citizens commit themselves to serve
their fellow human beings, which is why I’m
so proud of our AmeriCorps program, our
national service program. It also means that
we understand that the unity we have is a
precious gift, and we should manage our dif-
ferences with dignity and decency and always
strive for unity over division; always put peo-
ple over politics; always put progress over
partisanship. That’s what I believe.

And if we do those things, I think we’re
going to do just great in the 21st century.
And I’m going to do everything I can for the
next 21⁄2 years to make sure that that is ex-
actly what we do.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Bruce and Claude Wasserstein; event
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cochairs Alan and Susan Patricof; Steve Gross-
man, national chair; Leonard Barrack, national fi-
nance chair; and Fran Katz, national finance di-
rector, Democratic National Committee; and
fashion designer Ralph Lauren. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
August 1, 1998

Good morning. Today Hillary and I are
at the fire station in Amagansett, Long Is-
land, New York, one of many beautiful com-
munities on Long Island, where we’re joined
today by doctors, nurses, breast cancer pa-
tients, and public health advocates, to talk
about something that concerns all Americans:
making a Patients’ Bill of Rights the law of
the land.

I’m also very proud to be joined by Con-
gressman Michael Forbes and his family.
Congressman Forbes is a Republican who is
cosponsoring bipartisan legislation to achieve
a genuine Patients’ Bill of Rights.

We all know that our health care system
is rapidly changing. Since 1990 the number
of Americans in managed care has nearly
doubled. Today, most Americans, 160 million
of us, are in managed care plans. I think that,
on balance, managed care has been good for
America because it’s made health care more
affordable and more accessible for more
Americans. But sometimes cost cutting can
lead to lower standards. That’s when the
bottomline becomes more important than
patients’ lives. And when families have no-
where to turn when their loved ones are
harmed by health care plans’ bad decisions,
when there’s a denial of specialist care or
emergency care when they’re plainly needed
and recommended by physicians, when those
kinds of things happen, we know we have
to take action.

Whether in managed care or traditional
care, every single American deserves quality
care. I’m doing everything I can as President
to help to meet that challenge. For 9 months
I have worked in good faith with lawmakers
of both parties to pass a strong, enforceable,
bipartisan Patients’ Bill of Rights, a bill that
covers individual and group plans, a bill that
guarantees access to specialists and emer-

gency room care, a bill that guarantees doc-
tors are not receiving secret financial incen-
tives to limit care, a bill that guarantees a
remedy to families who have suffered harm
because of bad decisions by their health
plans. And for 9 months the American people
have waited.

Finally, the Republican leadership has
proposed a partisan bill that does not provide
these guarantees. Now they’ve left town
without taking action, leaving millions of
Americans without the health care protec-
tions they need. Any bill that doesn’t guaran-
tee these protections is a Patients’ Bill of
Rights in name only.

Today the American Medical Association,
the American Nurses Association, the Na-
tional Breast Cancer Coalition, the American
College of Emergency Room Physicians, the
American Small Business Alliance, and the
National Partnership for Women and Fami-
lies have all come forward to say the plan
of the Republican leadership is an empty
promise; it simply will not protect the Amer-
ican public or ensure the quality health care
they deserve. Now Congress should rise to
its responsibilities and guarantee a Patients’
Bill of Rights, and they should reject propos-
als that are more loopholed than law.

Until Congress acts, I will continue to do
everything I can to ensure that more Ameri-
cans are protected by a Patients’ Bill of
Rights. In February I signed an executive
memorandum that extends those protections
to 85 million Americans in Federal health
plans. Last month the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs put in place a new health care
appeals procedure for 3 million veterans.

Today we’re building on our efforts. I’m
pleased to announce that the Defense De-
partment is issuing a directive to make the
protections of the Patients’ Bill of Rights real
for more than 8 million servicemen and
women, their families, and Defense Depart-
ment employees. These men and women
stand ready every day to keep our Nation
safe. They should not have to worry about
the heath care they or their families receive.

This action brings us one step closer to
a Patients’ Bill of Rights for all Americans,
but Congress must act. And so once again,
I ask Congress to do its part. There are just
a few weeks left in this legislative session,
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